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Count the pennies 
Activity 1 

Focus of activity: Finding total of two coins (10p, 5p, 2p and 1p) 

Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Show children two 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p coins and a pot of pennies.
• Take two coins, e.g. 5p and 2p. We’re going to find out how much this is altogether.
• Point to the 5p coin. How much is this coin worth? Ask a child to take the correct number of

pennies out of the pot and place by the 5p coin.
• Point to the 2p coin. How much is this coin worth? Ask a child to take two pennies out from the

pot.
• Point to the group of five pennies. How much money is here? We can count on to find out how

much money there is altogether. Point to the two pennies as you count on saying 6 pence, 7
pence. 5p and 2p makes 7p altogether. Record 5p + 2p = 7p.

• Repeat with 10p and 5p, asking children to take the correct number of pennies out of the pot to
match each coin. Model counting on from the ten pennies, and record 10p + 5p = 15p.

Up for a challenge?  
Take the 10p and 2p coin. This time just ask children to take pennies out to match 2p. Point to the 
10p coin, then to the two pennies as you count on saying 11 pence, 12 pence. 
Repeat for 10p and 5p, using pennies to count on 5p. 

Now it’s the children’s turn: 
• Children match pennies to coins to find the total.
• Go round the group and help them to count on from the first group of pennies to find the

answer, rather than counting all the pennies again. Mark their additions as you do so.
• NB, counting on is a tricky but vital skill for children to learn. Counting all rather than

counting on can be difficult habit to break!

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to only match pennies to the second coin and use the pennies to 
count on from the first coin.  

Things to remember 
Remember that we don’t need to count the first set of pennies again, we can count on to find the 
total. Ask a child to show how they used counting on to find the answer to one of their additions. 
Repeat with another child. 
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 

Resources 
• Two 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p coins
• Pots of pennies

Outcomes 
1. Children can find the total of two coins up to 20p.
2. Children begin to count on to find the total.
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Work in pairs

Things you will need:
• A pot of pennies
• A pencil

What to do:

• Match pennies to each coin.
Find the total.
Write the answer in the box.

Count the pennies 
Activity 1

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:

Learning outcomes:

Match pennies to the second coin each time.  
Use the pennies to count on from the first coin. 

• I can find the total of two coins up to 20p.
• I am beginning to count on to find the total.
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