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I can construct a food chain/web and identify predators and prey 

Making a Food Web 

You will need: A sheet of Food Web cards, a large sheet of paper in landscape 
orientation, a pencil, pen and glue stick each 

Work with your partner. Look carefully at your 12 cards and cut them out 

• Find a producer (a living thing that makes its own food) and put this on 
the left hand side of your sheet of paper. 

• Find a creature that eats your producer (a primary consumer), place this 
a little way to the right and draw a feint pencil arrow to connect them – 
remember the arrow shows the direction the energy is moving. Keep 
arrows feint to begin with because you may need to move things around a 
bit to make space. 

• Now look for a creature that eats your primary consumer (a secondary 
consumer) and add this to your food chain with a feint arrow as before. 
If you can’t find one, try swapping your primary consumer for a different 
one that may give you a longer food chain. 

• Now look for an animal that eats your secondary consumer - you may not 
be able to find one. If you do find one add this creature to your food 
chain. 

• Discuss your food chain. What is the producer? Who is the top predator? 
Who is their prey? Is there more than one predator? 

• Now try to add some more of the cards to make a food web – remember 
lots of different animals can eat the same food. Draw feint arrows to 
show which way the food energy is transferring. You may not be able to 
fit all your cards in but add as many as you can. 

• Once you are happy with your food web you can begin to stick the cards 
down but first cut away the writing at the bottom (because your arrows 
explain what eats what!). Cut and stick one at a time so you don’t forget 
where they all go! 

• Ink in the arrows with a pen. 
• Add a title at the top (it needs to explain where your creatures live). 
• At the bottom, write some sentences to explain who are the predators 

and prey, and who are the producers and consumers. Who are the top 
predators? 
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British Countryside Food Web Cards 

Shrew 

 
I eat flies, spiders and slugs 

and other invertebrates 

Blackberry Bush 

 

Harvest Mouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat blackberries, spiders 
and slugs 

Grass 
 

 

Fox 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I eat small mammals like 
mice, rabbits and shrews but 
I also eat fruits and seeds. I 

love blackberries! 

Spider 

 
I eat flies that get trapped 

in my web 

Hawk 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat mice, shrews, baby 
rabbits and other small 
mammals as well as small 

birds 

Slug 
 

 
 
I eat many different kinds of 

leaves including grass and 
dandelions 

Dandelion 

Rabbit 

Grass is my favourite food 
but I love dandelions too 

 

Barn Owl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat mice and shrews 
 

Fly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat over ripe and rotting 
fruits and berries as well as 
other decomposing things 
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British Rock Pool Food Web Cards 

Crab 

 
I eat lugworms, limpets and 

dog whelks 

Blenny 

I eat prawns, lugworms and 
barnacles 

 
 

Seaweed 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I am a type of algae.  I use 

sunlight to make my own food 

Zooplankton 

We are microscopic 
creatures that live in the sea. 
We feed off phytoplankton 

 
 

Herring Gull 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat crabs, prawns, limpets 
and lugworms  

Prawn 

 
 

I eat zooplankton 

Limpet 
 

 
I eat seaweed 

Periwinkle 
 

 
 

I eat seaweed 

Lugworm 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I eat zooplankton and 

phytoplankton 
Phytoplankton 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are tiny algae that make 
our own food from sunlight 

 

Barnacles 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I eat zooplankton and 
phytoplankton 

 

Dog Whelk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I eat limpets and barnacles 
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Session 5 Teachers’ Notes 

Know your herbivores, carnivores and omnivores 

The game at the beginning of this session will enable children to use the masks they made last 
session and take on the identity of their animal by thinking about its feeding behaviour and its 
adaptations to its habitat and life style. You will need to have prepared the masks to wear by adding 
elastic or a holding stick as described in the Session 4 Teachers’ Notes. The game will reinforce their 
knowledge and understanding of the terms herbivore, carnivore and omnivore and help them to 
develop dance movements that you can use in your Circle of Life performance - stalking, slinking, 
scuttling, hiding, sniffing, grazing, nibbling, listening with pricked up ears, looking around nervously 
for predators etc... In order to play this game each child will need to know which feeding group their 
animal is in. This is not always obvious so check the table below to make sure you don’t reinforce 
common misconceptions 

Herbivores Sheep, rabbit, cow, deer, horse, elephant 
Carnivores Shrew, lion, wolf, cat 
Omnivores Badger, hedgehog, dog, fox, mouse, pig, 

squirrel, monkey 
 

Differentiation of Task 

It is suggested that the children work in pairs as this has the benefit of generating discussion. There 
are 2 suggested ways to differentiate the task: 

• Through the choice of Food Web cards - the Rock Pool set will be more challenging as the 
animals are less familiar and the feeding relationships between them have not been 
previously discussed in the session 

• The task can be independent with children following the instructions on the Task sheet to 
produce their food web or the task can be guided/supported by you 

By changing the combinations of these 2 factors you should be able to adapt the task to the learning 
needs of your children. 

Further Study 

If you have more learning time available, you could challenge the children to produce a food web of 
a habitat of their choice, e.g. jungle, pond, ocean, mountain or savannah by researching the plants 
and animals that live there and the feeding relationships between them. This has strong links with 
the geography curriculum. 
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