Connections between SPaG and Extended Writing

Reasons for making connections:

· Helping children to distinguish spoken from written forms of language (grammatical characteristics of spoken language are different in significant ways from those of written texts)
· Linking particular grammatical forms and characteristics to features of specific genres of text (e.g. past tense tends to be used in narrative writing; bullet points are often part of information texts)
· Many children find it difficult to start writing and grammatical forms can provide a way in (e.g. starting a sentence with an adverbial can get a description going, or adding a clause using because can help a child begin giving a reasoned explanation)
· Thinking about grammatical features as they write helps children develop reflective writing practices and subsequently improves not only their understanding of SPaG but also their comprehension skills (growth of competence in writing also contributes importantly to the broader development of children’s thinking)
· Linking grammar to their own writing helps children to develop an in-depth understanding and robust knowledge of different aspects of grammar. This point is key: not only children’s writing but their actual understanding of grammar is impoverished if we do not make the connections between what they learn in SPaG and their own writing. 

I hear and I forget, I see and I understand, I do and I remember

Teaching grammar in isolation may achieve a grade on a test but it will not lead to an improvement in children’s ability to understand written English, nor in their ability to write and produce texts of different types for themselves. 




Three aspects of grammar 

[image: page1image63841840]‘Grammar is what gives sense to language ... Sentences make words yield up their meanings. Sentences actively create sense in language and the business of the study of sentences is the study of grammar.’   
David Crystal



· Text cohesion 
 - create a coherent sequence of ideas;
 - use connecting words and phrases to link sentences and paragraphs;
 - eliminate repetition;
 - use chosen forms consistently to craft specific genres.

· Sentence construction and punctuation
 - allows a reader to make sense of a text;
 - permits precision and variety
 - helps to convey author’s intent

· Word choice and modification, e.g. of nouns, verbs and phrases
[bookmark: _Hlk102987280]- variety of word choice leads to richer, more refined texts and subtlety of effect


Adapted from Grammar for Writing, National Literacy Strategy 2000

[image: ]Grammar cards

Text types
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Grammatical Features of Text Types
Suggestions – these are NOT definitive or exhaustive answers!

	Narrative
Present and past tenses in verbs including progressive and perfect forms (Y2/Y3)
Co-ordination and Subordination (Y2)
Adding information using clauses and phrases (Y3)
Use of semi-colon, colon and dash to mark clause boundaries (Y6)
Adverbs and adverbials incl. comma use (Y3/Y4) 
Using adverbs to link or sequence paragraphs (Y5)
Dialogue layout and punctuation (Y4)

	Chronological reports
Present and past tenses in verbs including progressive and perfect forms (Y2/Y3)
Co-ordination and Subordination (Y2)
Adding information using clauses and phrases (Y3)
Use of semi-colon, colon and dash to mark clause boundaries (Y6)


	Information texts
Lists: layout and punctuation (Y6)
Expanded noun phrases (Y2) 
Parenthesis: brackets, dashes, commas (Y5) 


	Non-chronological reports
Cohesion – pronoun and nouns (Y4)
Cohesion – different devices, e.g. adverbials and ellipsis (Y6)
Relative clauses (Y5) 
Parenthesis: brackets, dashes, commas (Y5) 


	Poetry
Expanded noun phrases (Y2) 
Modal verbs and adverbs (Y5) 
Subjunctive forms (Y6) 
Relative clauses (Y5) 

	Interviews and Articles
Active and passive voices (Y6) 
Adverbs and adverbials incl. comma use (Y3/Y4) 
Using adverbs to link or sequence paragraphs (Y5)
Dialogue layout and punctuation (Y4)


	Recounts
Present and past tenses in verbs including progressive and perfect forms (Y2/Y3)
Dialogue layout and punctuation (Y4)

	Instructions and commands
Lists: layout and punctuation (Y6)
Types of sentence and appropriate punctuation (Y2) 


	Letters
Subjunctive forms (Y6) 
Expanded noun phrases (Y2) 
Types of sentence; appropriate punctuation (Y2) 

	Explanations
Lists: layout and punctuation (Y6)
Adverbs and adverbials incl. comma use (Y3/Y4) 
Using adverbs to link or sequence paragraphs (Y5)
Parenthesis: brackets, dashes, commas (Y5) 


	Persuasive writing
Modal verbs and adverbs (Y5) 
Subjunctive forms (Y6) 
Cohesion – pronoun and nouns (Y4)
Cohesion – different devices, e.g. adverbials and ellipsis (Y6)

	Biography and autobiography
Cohesion – pronoun and nouns (Y4)
Cohesion – different devices, e.g. adverbials and ellipsis (Y6)
Co-ordination and Subordination (Y2)
Adding information using clauses and phrases (Y3)
Use of semi-colon, colon and dash to mark clause boundaries (Y6)
Relative clauses (Y5) 





Enabling success at extended writing 

Not-so-great pedagogy
1. Stimulating writing 
2. Allowing children to write independently 
3. Correcting their mistakes

Teach in advance of writing – prepare children by teaching an aspect of grammar which will be useful in the text type in which you want children to complete a piece of extended writing.

Pedagogy for grammar in extended writing
1. Direct teaching – setting out (a) the features and form of the text type, and (b) a grammatical focus, usually related to the text type
2. Stimulation – related to the text type and form of writing 
3. Independent writing (draft) 
4. Read and suggest improvements – remind of grammar focuses 
5. Further independent writing (final draft)
6. Read and evaluate 
	[image: page2image63936608]
	[image: page4image63938896]



NOTE
· Some parts of this are best as a shared activity.
· Teaching grammar at the point of writing focuses on demonstrating and exploring the decisions that writers make in the process of composition. 

Example of three-week teaching sequence

[image: ]
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Writing In Primary Schools
What we know works


· Understand the role reading plays in developing writers and the value of being immersed in high quality literature 

· Ensure children have experience of a breadth of texts including those that are visual and digital 

· Provide a range of meaningful opportunities to write for real purposes and audiences and to respond to writing as a reader 

· Develop an understanding of the craft of writing by engaging meaningfully with professional authors and their processes 

· Understand and model the craft and process of writing authentically 

· Support children to identify as writers and to develop their own authentic voice 

· Give children time and space to develop their own ideas in writing 

· Use creative teaching approaches that build imagination and give time for oral rehearsal 

· Ensure the teaching of phonics, grammar and spelling is embedded in context 

· Celebrate writing through authentic publication and presentation across platforms 


Taken from CLPE, Centre for Literacy in Primary Education 
Writing in Primary Schools 2018
© Original resource copyright Hamilton Trust, who give permission for it to be adapted as wished by individual users.	Staff-Mtg_GfW_Resources
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English Year 5/6 Summer Instructions and Explanations
Fake News
Tackle the tricky issue of Fake News with this excellent block. Learn technical vocabulary, examine texts, carry

out fact-checking and write a guide to help others. Incorporates modal verbs and adverbs and organisational
devices.

Start with the core unit to introduce key texts. Then select from comprehension, SPAG and composition units.

@ Unit1 Core: News, Fake News and Fact-Checking (suggested as 5 days)

@ Unit 2 SPAG: Modal Verbs & Adverbs: Headlines, Speculation & Codes of Conduct (suggested as 3 days)

@ Unit 3 SPAG: Bullets, colons and semi-colons for lists: Newsworthy or Not? (suggested as 2 days)

@ unit4 Composition: Create and Present a Guide on Fake News (suggested as 5 days)




